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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Railroad Administration

[Docket No. FRA–1999–6404]

Extension of Comment Period; Petition
for Grandfathering of Non-Compliant
Equipment; National Railroad
Passenger Corporation

On October 18, 1999, the National
Railroad Passenger Corporation
(Amtrak) petitioned the Federal
Railroad Administration (FRA) for
grandfathering of non-compliant
passenger equipment manufactured by
Renfe Talgo of America (Talgo) for use
on rail lines between Vancouver, British
Columbia and Eugene, Oregon; between
Las Vegas, Nevada and Los Angeles,
California; and between San Diego,
California and San Luis Obispo,
California. Notice of receipt of such
petition was published in the Federal
Register on November 2, 1999, at 64 FR
59230. Interested parties were invited to
comment on the petition before the end
of the comment period of December 2,
1999.

On December 2, 1999, FRA extended
the comment period in this proceeding
until December 15, 1999, following a
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
request that certain items in FRA files
referenced in Amtrak’s petition be made
available for review (see 64 FR 68195;
Dec. 6, 1999). Talgo has objected to
release of certain of the requested
information under FOIA exemption 4 (5
U.S.C. 552(b)(4)), which exempts from
release trade secrets and commercial or
financial information obtained from a
person that is privileged or confidential.
On December 15, 1999, FRA further
extended the comment period in this
proceeding until 10:00 a.m. on
December 27, 1999 to enable FRA to
finalize its response to the FOIA
request, and to permit the responder
time to analyze the documents released
by FRA (see 64 FR 71846; Dec. 22,
1999). Unfortunately, processing the
FOIA request has taken longer than
anticipated; FRA released documents on
November 30, December 10, and
December 21. FRA has redacted from
the documents released information that
is protected under FOIA exemption 4.
The FOIA commenter has appealed to
the FRA Administrator FRA’s decision
to redact certain of the information
contained in the requested documents;
FRA is processing this appeal.

On December 13, the FOIA requester
again asked FRA to further extend the
comment period so that the requester
would have 15 days after receipt of all
of the requested documents to analyze
the documents and prepare comments

on the grandfather petition. FRA agreed
to this request and on December 23,
1999, extended the comment period to
the close of business on January 10,
2000 (see 64 FR 73602; Dec. 30, 1999).

FRA has placed in the docket for this
proceeding a copy of the documents
provided to the FOIA requester for this
request. FRA has also placed in the
docket several documents that it
received from Talgo that are relevant to
the Amtrak petition. Two of these
documents contain comments or
corrections to the minutes of the June
17, 1999 meeting between FRA, Amtrak
and Talgo; the minutes of this meeting
was one of the documents released to
the FOIA requester. Another document
contains weld information pertaining to
the Talgo equipment. The remaining
documents contain design changes to
the Talgo equipment requested by FRA.
Talgo has requested confidential
treatment, under exemption 4 of FOIA,
for certain information in the
documents. FRA has redacted from the
Talgo documents information that is
protected by exemption 4.

On January 4, 2000, the FOIA
requester made a further request for
documents related to Amtrak’s petition.
FRA is currently processing this request;
while a partial response was provided
on January 6, 2000, the full response
will not be complete before January 10.
On January 7, the FOIA requester asked
that FRA extend the comment period.
FRA is extending the comment period
until January 31, 2000, to enable FRA
time to respond to the FOIA request in
full, and to permit the responder time to
analyze the documents released by FRA.
FRA expects that further extensions of
the comment period will not be
necessary.

FRA will place in the docket a copy
of the documents provided to the FOIA
requester for this further request.
Unredacted versions of all of the
documents placed in the docket are
available to agency staff and will be
used in the agency’s review of the
Amtrak petition to the extent deemed
necessary.

Comments received after January 31,
2000 will be considered to the extent
possible. Amtrak’s petition, documents
inserted in the docket, and all written
communications concerning this
proceeding are available for
examination during regular business
hours (9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.) at DOT
Central Docket Management Facility,
Room PL–401 (Plaza Level), 400
Seventh, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20590–
0001. All documents in the public
docket are also available for inspection
and copying on the Internet at the

docket facility’s Web site at http://
dms.dot.gov.

Issued in Washington, DC on January 7,
2000.
Grady C. Cothen, Jr.,
Deputy Associate Administrator for Safety
Standards and Program Development.
[FR Doc. 00–784 Filed 1–12–00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910–06–P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Maritime Administration

Reports, Forms and Recordkeeping
Requirements; Agency Information
Collection Activity Under OMB Review

AGENCY: Maritime Administration, DOT.
ACTION: Notice and request for
comments.

SUMMARY: In compliance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (44
U.S.C. 3501 et seq.), this notice
announces that the Information
Collection abstracted below has been
forwarded to the Office of Management
and Budget (OMB) for review and
comment. The nature of the information
collection is described as well as its
expected burden. The Federal Register
Notice with a 60-day comment period
soliciting comments on the following
collection of information was published
on November 1, 1999 [64 FR 58905].
DATES: Comments must be submitted on
or before February 14, 2000.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Jean
McKeever, Office of Ship Financing,
Room 8122, Maritime Administration,
MAR–770, 400 Seventh Street, SW.,
Washington, DC 20590. Telephone 202–
366–5744 or FAX 202–366–7901. Copies
of this collection can also be obtained
from that office.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Maritime
Administration (MARAD).

Title: Capital Construction Fund and
Exhibits.

OMB Control Number: 2133–0027.
Type of Request: Extension of

currently approved collection.
Affected Public: Owners and

operators of U.S.-flag vessels.
Form (s): None.
Abstract: This information collection

consists of application for a Capital
Construction Fund (CCF) agreement
under section 607 of the Merchant
Marine Act, 1936 as amended, and
annual submissions of appropriate
schedules and exhibits. The Capital
Construction Fund is a tax-deferred ship
construction fund that was created to
assist owners and operators of U.S.-flag
vessels in accumulating the large
amount of capital necessary for the
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modernization and expansion of the
U.S. merchant marine. The program
encourages construction, reconstruction,
or acquisition of vessels through the
deferment of Federal income taxes on
certain deposits of money or other
property placed into a CCF.

Annual Estimated Burden Hours:
2130 hours.
ADDRESSES: Send comments to the
Office of Information and Regulatory
Affairs, Office of Management and
Budget, 725 17th Street, NW,
Washington, DC 20503, Attention
MARAD Desk Officer.

Comments Are Invited on: Whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the agency, including
whether the information will have
practical utility; the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden of the
proposed information collection; ways
to enhance the quality, utility and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on respondents, including the use of
automated collection techniques or
other forms of information technology.
A comment to OMB is best assured of
having its full effect if OMB receives it
within 30 days of publication.

Issued in Washington, DC on January 7,
2000.
Joel C. Richard,
Secretary, Maritime Administration.
[FR Doc. 00–820 Filed 1–12–00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910–81–P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Maritime Administration

Marine Transportation System National
Advisory Council

AGENCY: Maritime Administration.
ACTION: Notice of establishment of
advisory committee.

SUMMARY: The Maritime Administration
announces the establishment of the
Marine Transportation System National
Advisory Council (MTSNAC). The
MTSNAC will advise the Secretary of
Transportation, via the Council
Sponsor, the Administrator of the
Maritime Administration, on matters
relating to the Marine Transportation
System (MTS)—waterways, ports, and
their intermodal connections.
ADDRESSES: You may request a copy of
the charter for the Council by writing to
Kathleen R. Dunn, Maritime
Administration, MAR 810, Room 7209,
Washington, DC 20590; by calling (202)
366–2307; or by faxing (202) 366–6988.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Kathleen R. Dunn, telephone (202) 366–
2307, fax (202) 366–6988.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
MTSNAC is being established in
accordance with the recommendations
made in the Report to Congress titled
‘‘An Assessment of the U.S. Marine
Transportation System.’’ The Council
will consider matters relating to current
and future MTS needs. These matters
will include not only strategies to
ensure a safe, environmentally sound,
and secure MTS that improves the
global competitiveness and national
security of the U.S., but also issues and
concerns brought to the Council by
elements of the marine transportation
industry or such other matters that the
Secretary may charge the Council with
addressing. The Council shall be
composed of representatives from not
more than 30 non-Federal organizations
from the marine transportation industry
as designated by the Secretary of
Transportation. The member
organizations shall represent a cross
section of the diverse components that
comprise the MTS including private
sector organizations and state and local
public entities. At least two meetings
will be held each calendar year. As
required by section 9(a)(2) of the Federal
Advisory Committee Act 5 U.S.C. App.
2, Sec. 9(a)(2) and 41 CFR 101–6.1007,
the Department of Transportation (DOT)
has consulted with the Committee
Management Secretariat of the General
Services Administration and the Office
of Management and Budget. DOT
certifies that the creation of this
advisory committee is necessary and is
in the public interest. This notice is
published pursuant to section 9(a)(2) of
the Federal Advisory Committee Act, 5
U.S.C. App. 2, Sec. 9(a)(2) and 41 CFR
101–6.1015.

Duration: The duration of the Council
shall be continuing.

Authority: 5 U.S.C. App. 2, Sec. 9(a)(2); 41
CFR 101–6. 1005; DOT Order 1120.3B.

Dated: January 7, 2000.
By Order of the Maritime Administrator.

Joel C. Richard,
Secretary.
[FR Doc. 00–819 Filed 1–12–00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910–81–P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Surface Transportation Board

[STB Finance Docket No. 33813]

RailAmerica, Inc.—Control
Exemption—RailTex, Inc.

AGENCY: Surface Transportation Board.

ACTION: Notice of Exemption.

SUMMARY: The Surface Transportation
Board (Board) has exempted under 49
U.S.C. 10502 the acquisition by
RailAmerica, Inc. (RailAmerica), a
railroad holding company, of direct
control of RailTex, Inc. (RailTex), a
railroad holding company, and indirect
control of RailTex’s 17 domestic Class
III rail carriers.
DATES: This exemption will be effective
on January 14, 2000. Petitions to reopen
must be filed by February 2, 2000.
ADDRESSES: Send pleadings (an original
and 25 copies) referring to STB Finance
Docket No. 33813 to: Surface
Transportation Board, Office of the
Secretary, Case Control Unit, 1925 K
Street, N.W., Washington, DC 20423–
0001. In addition, send one copy of
pleadings to Rail America’s
representative: Louis E. Gitomer, Of
Counsel, Ball Janik LLP, 1455 F Street,
N.W., Suite 225, Washington, DC 20005.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Julia
M. Farr, (202) 565–1613. [Assistance for
the hearing impaired is available
through TDD/TDY services at 1–800–
877–8339.]
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Additional information is contained in
the Board’s decision. To obtain a copy
of the full decision, write to, call or pick
up in person from: Dā-To-Dā Office
Solutions, Mercury Building, 1925 K
Street, N.W., Room 210, Washington,
DC 20006. Until further notice, Dā-To-
Dā Office Solutions’ telephone number
in the Mercury Building will be (202)
289–4357. In addition, Board decisions
and notices are available on our website
at ‘‘WWW.STB.DOT.GOV.’’

Decided: January 7, 2000.
By the Board, Chairman Morgan, Vice

Chairman Burkes and Commissioner
Clyburn.
Vernon A. Williams,
Secretary.
[FR Doc. 00–858 Filed 1–12–00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4915–00–P

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY

Treasury Advisory Committee on
Commercial Operations of the U.S.
Customs Service

AGENCY: Department Offices, Treasury.
ACTION: Notice of meeting.

SUMMARY: This notice announces the
date and time for the next meeting and
the provisional agenda for consideration
by the Committee.
DATES: The next meeting of the Treasury
Advisory Committee on Commercial
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